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Monthly Meetings
The MSO hosts monthly public-observing sessions, each
with a kick-off 40 minute presentation in the Chemistry-
Physics Building. The presentations will take place even
on cloudy nights. If the sky is clear, the observatory will
open after the talk! Can’t make the SkyTalk? Then come
after!

301 Hilltop Ave, Lexington KY 40506

Next month:

April, 2024 All Sky Chart
TBA

Kentucky SkyTalk

Dr. Ron Wilhelm
University of Kentucky

Thursday – April 11, 2024 8:00 PM 
Location: Chem-Phys Room 179

T Coronae Borealis: 
A New Naked-eye Star is about to Appear

Near the end of March, it was announced that the star, T Coronae 
Borealis (T CrB), was about to go nova.  This star system is 
comprised of a red giant star and an orbiting white dwarf star.  When 
material leaves the giant and settles on to the white dwarf, a 
thermonuclear explosion can occur.  For T CrB this explosion occurs 
about every 78 years.  Previously, T CrB’s brightness dimmed before 
the last eruption in 1946 and it has dimmed again, suggesting the next 
eruption is imminent.   It is now suspected that the nova could go off 
at any time before October 2024.  When it does, that star will brighten 
to 2nd magnitude, easily viewable with the unaided eye.

In my talk I will discuss how a nova occurs, what to expect from T 
CrB, and where to find the “new” star in the night sky.  I will also 
discuss events that are occurring at the MacAdam Student 
Observatory as part of this big event.  This includes our new website 
that will provide information about the nova including updated 
observations which will be made at the Observatory both prior to and 
at the time of the eruption.  We want everyone to get the chance to 
witness this amazing event.  https://observatory.as.uky.edu/t-crb

Video Link

Credit: (Illustration) NASA/CXC/M.Weiss

https://www.google.com/maps/place/301+Hilltop+Ave,+Lexington,+KY+40508/@38.0335825,-84.5064187,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x884244b8e045171d:0x18f7bcd754f5149!8m2!3d38.0335783!4d-84.5038384!16s%2Fg%2F11ggr9l3kc?hl=en&entry=ttu
https://observatory.as.uky.edu/sites/default/files/T%20CrB%2050%20deg%20labels_2.pdf
https://www.uky.edu/
https://observatory.as.uky.edu/t-crb
https://youtube.com/live/NeQ7HLK3Bkw?feature=share
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